THE GREAT TUDORS

early Christians had been persecuted for their religion just
as they were being persecuted now, the feeling of loneliness
persisted. Foxe linked the movement up with the past.
Protestants no longer felt that it was a sudden contemporary
growth, but a movement as old as the Church, with a list of
saints and martyrs as long and as noble as the Catholic
Calendar of Saints. Foxe, when he thought of compiling a
Protestant Calendar, an idea that has shocked CathoUcs
both then and since, was prompted by an instinctive under-
standing of the craving of his contemporaries to feel that the
big battalions were not all Catholic ones.

Foxe, of course, wrote up his history, and had he stopped
at putting magnificent language into *he mouths of people
incapable of saying the things that ht records, his critics
would not have found it so easy to attack him. Foxe, how-
ever, sometimes juggled with facts, and both during his life
and since he has been charged with being inaccurate and
falsifying his evidence. His most famous critic is F. W.
Maitland, who accused Foxe of being biased, copying manu-
scripts hastily and inaccurately, muddling his dates, borrow-
ing without acknowledgment, being vague in his references,
magnifying trivial incidents into events of the utmost
importance, and including among his martyrs people con-
demned for secular offences. Maitland is by far the ablest
and most scholarly of the critics, but before Maitland and in
Foxe's lifetime, people severely criticised the accuracy of the
work. Foxe himself seems to have been greatly irritated by
the charge that it was " as full of lies as lines," and he made
some effort to correct mistakes after Mary was dead and he
was back again in England. The effort was not very
thorough, and Maitland points out one glaring instance
where Foxe does not correct a statement even after he found
it to be untrue. MaitlandJs list of mistakes is a long one,
but considering the difficulty tinder which Foxe wrote and
the colossal scope of the work, it is surprising that there were
not more inaccuracies. Foxe was certainly slapdash (he
even forgets the date of the act of the Six Articles), and we
have a right to ask a higher standard of scholarship from a
man who proudly quoted Cicero's remark that " Historic is
the witnesse of truth, the glasse of times.3*
At the same time Maitland goes too far when he tries to
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